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Why is the Bible relevant to me?
Our upbringing often influences our view of the Bible. In your home, was the Bible a dust-covered book that you thought kept people from having any fun? Was it honored as the living, breathing Word of God? Or did your childhood view of God’s Word fall somewhere in between? In this Learn volume, we want kids to know that God speaks through His Word to those who will listen, giving guidance and correction for their lives (2 Timothy 3:16–17).
The Bible Is My Weapon
God’s Word is useful for everyday life. It helps us fight temptation, selfishness, and lies by reminding us of His truth. Even Jesus used God’s Word to help Him defeat temptation and stand firm against the devil’s lies. It’s important that we read and memorize God’s Word so that we can use it as we face temptation and live for Jesus.
Bible Lesson
Jesus Uses Scripture to Overcome Temptation
Luke 4:1–13
Faith Fact
I will use God’s Word.
Faith Verse
2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true.





Preparing for the Session
Leader Preparation Time: 20–25 Minutes
	
You Will Need
Large Group
· Bible
· Worship songs (Song suggestions: “Who You Say I Am” by Hillsong Worship; “Goodness of God” by Bethel Music; “Headlight” by Elevation Youth; “Breakthrough” by Elevation)
· For groups not using a phone or tablet only, add:
	•	Projector or TV
	•	Laptop
	•	Faith Fact Slide
	•	Armor of God Slide
	•	Faith Verse Video or Slide
	•	Bible Lesson Video
	•	Teaching Time Video
	•	Teaching Point Slides 1–3
	•	Large Group Sword Page, as many as wanted
	•	Large Group Response Page, one per every three kids plus extras
Small Group
· Bibles, one for every kid (preferably all the same version)
· Song: “Books of the Bible” by JumpStart3
· Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
· Pencils or pens, one per kid

To download session videos, slides, and printables, visit: BibleEngagementProject.com/downloads


	Getting Ready
Large Group
· Download videos and slides if needed.
· Select worship song(s) and have them ready to play.
· Print as many Sword Pages as you want and cut out the swords.
· Hide the sword pictures before the kids arrive.
· Print copies of the Response Page, one per every three kids plus extras. Cut apart the strips and give one to each kid.
Small Group
· Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.

First time leading Learn for Kids? Check out the Facilitator Guide.




Large Group
30 Minutes
See what’s needed at the beginning of the session.

Introduction
	
You Will Need
· Bible
· Large Group Sword Page, as many as wanted
Getting Ready
· Print as many Sword Pages as you want and cut out the swords.
· Hide the sword pictures before the kids arrive.



Thanks for joining me to learn more about God’s Word. Who can remember what we’ve been learning about the Bible so far? (Allow responses.) I enjoy finding out about the Bible and why it’s important to our lives. We’ve already learned that the Bible is God’s Word, it’s 100 percent true, and it can guide us as we live each day.
Today, we will learn how Jesus used a weapon to defeat the devil. In fact, can you look around and see if you can find any weapons in here?
•	Allow the group to look for the sword(s).
•	Gather and hold up the sword(s).
Great job spotting this weapon. But that’s not the kind of weapon Jesus used. Can you find another weapon in here?
•	Allow kids to search until they name the Bible.
You’re right! Today, we will learn how the Bible is our weapon. That sounds pretty awesome, but what do you think I mean by that? (Allow responses.) We’re going to see how Jesus used Bible verses to defeat the devil. Jesus knew how to use God’s Word, and we can learn how to use it from His example.
Faith Fact
We don’t need a sword like this to defeat our enemy. (Hold up the picture of the sword.) All we need is God’s Word. The Bible is so powerful it can help us conquer anything. That’s why our Faith Fact today is: I will use God’s Word.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.
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Since we’re learning that the Bible is our weapon, let’s say the Faith Fact one more time. If you have your Bible here today, hold it up high. (Pause while kids hold up Bibles.) I will use God’s Word. Let’s say it one more time. I will use God’s Word. Great job! Go ahead and put your Bible down.

Game
Put on Your Armor
Did you know that in addition to the Bible, we all have access to invisible armor? (Group response) In the Book of Ephesians, Paul introduces us to the armor of God.
•	Show the Armor of God Slide.
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The Bible tells us about five pieces of spiritual armor: the belt of truth, the body armor (breastplate) of righteousness, the shoes of peace, the shield of faith, and the helmet of salvation. Then, there’s one weapon: the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
Do you think each piece of the armor of God is important? (Group response) Absolutely! That’s why Paul tells us in Ephesians 6:11 to put on all of this armor so that we can defeat the devil’s plans. The Bible goes on to list these unusual tools that God wants us to use to fight the devil.
We’re going to play a game to help us remember all the pieces of armor God has for us to use. First, I’ll show you an action to do for each.
•	Belt of truth = hands on hips
•	Body armor (breastplate) = arms crossed over your chest
•	Shoes of peace = touch your shoes
•	Shield of faith = fisted hands close together in front of body at chest level
•	Helmet of salvation = hands on head
•	Sword of the Spirit (the Bible) = one arm extended up above head
During each round of the game, the leader will turn his back to us. When I say, “Ready,” you’ll choose a piece of the armor. When I say, “Set,” you’ll freeze in place doing the action that goes with the armor you’ve chosen. Let’s practice the armor actions a few times.
•	Go over the actions a few times to make sure the kids know them well.
When everyone is positioned for battle, I’ll say, “Fight.” Then, the leader will choose a weapon action and quickly turn around to face us. Here’s the catch. If you’re doing the same weapon action as the leader or you didn’t choose any armor at all, you’re out of the game. Let’s play.
•	Choose a leader to come to the front and turn away from the group.
•	Keep playing until most or all of the kids have been eliminated.
Great job, everyone! I’m so glad we don’t have to choose just one piece of armor. We can use every piece every single day.

Worship
God thought of everything, including the spiritual armor we need to fight our enemy, the devil. We have so many reasons to worship God. Who’s ready to worship Him today? (Group response) One way to worship God is by singing. Let’s worship Him together.
•	Lead the kids in singing one or two praise songs. See suggestions at the beginning of the session.

Bible Lesson
That was an incredible time of worshipping God together. Now, it’s time to learn from God’s Word. Let’s get ready to hear what God has to say to us today.
In the game we played, the sword of the Spirit was the weapon. What’s another name for that weapon? (Allow responses.)
The Bible is our weapon. Think about that for a moment. That’s so powerful! The Bible isn’t just a book that’s meant to sit around and collect dust. It’s meant to be used. How can we use our Bible every single day? (Allow responses.)
It’s definitely important to read the Bible, but we must know how to use it in other ways, too. Then, the Bible can help us live for God every day. In our Bible story, we’ll see how Jesus used the Bible as a weapon when the devil tempted Him. Let’s pray and ask God to help us learn how to use our Bible every day.
Prayer
	
Dear God, thank You for giving us Your powerful Word. Help us to use our Bible as the spiritual weapon it is. Amen.


Video Intro
Before we look at the Bible story, let’s watch this video.
•	Play Bible Lesson Video.
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Bible Story
Jesus Uses Scripture to Overcome Temptation
That video was such a fun lead-in to our Bible story today. We will face temptation just like Jesus did. While Jesus was on earth, He was in a unique position. He was fully God, but He also was fully man. That means He could get hungry or sick. He could be tempted. He could even choose to sin, but He didn’t. He lived a perfect, sinless life.
It’s so comforting to know that Jesus understands what we’re going through because He put himself in our place. He shows us in today’s Bible story how to use God’s Word to fight temptation. Grab your Bible or pull up a Bible app on your device. Turn to Luke 4:1–13.
•	Read Luke 4:1–13 aloud to the group.
•	In order to keep Large Group time moving along, we don’t recommend having the kids read.
•	Optional: Remind the kids to mark this place with their Bible Bookmark (from Session 1) so that they can read it on their own at home.
Teaching Time
It’s so helpful to learn from Jesus’ example in the Bible. He knew exactly how to use God’s Word to defeat the devil. He used verses from the Bible like a sharp sword, cutting down all three attempts the devil made to tempt Him.
Did you know that the devil knows the Bible, too? He even tried to trick Jesus by quoting Scripture. That’s why our Faith Fact is so important. Say it with me. I will use God’s Word. If you really want to defeat the enemy just like Jesus, say the Faith Fact with me again as loud as you can. I will use God’s Word.
Here are three simple ways that God’s Word can help us:
1.	God’s Word helps us fight temptation.
•	Show the Teaching Point 1 Slide.
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Do any of you have a pet? (Group response) You can have a lot of fun playing with your pets. I’m not sure if you know this, but cats and dogs often love to chase light. When you shine the light in front of them, they’ll chase after it and pounce like they’re catching their prey. Check out this video to see what I mean.
•	Watch part of Teaching Time Video and then keep talking with it playing in the background.
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Watching that cat chase after the light reminds me of how we are with temptation. There are many kinds of temptations that we face in life. Sometimes we’re tempted to say unkind words or be mean to someone. Sometimes we’re tempted to not tell the truth. Maybe we want to take something that isn’t ours. Have you ever been tempted to disobey your parents? (Group response) How about to do something that you know will disappoint God? (Group response) I have been.
When we feel tempted, it’s easy to give in to those feelings without thinking. Just like the cat chasing the light, giving in to that temptation will never lead to true happiness. It will just lead to more temptation. The devil kept tempting Jesus even though Jesus didn’t give in. The devil won’t give up easily on us either.
In our Bible story, what was Jesus doing before the devil tempted Him? (Allow responses.) Jesus had been fasting for forty days. Going without food for forty days is a long, long time. The devil believed that he could tempt Jesus to fall into his trap if he came at Jesus when He was at His weakest. Jesus hadn’t eaten anything for forty days, and He was alone in the wilderness.
What would you use to tempt someone with in that situation? (Group response) Food, of course! The devil knew Jesus would be really hungry and might want to eat. Jesus knew that He needed to stay strong and control His feelings. He knew that He could use God’s Word to help Him fight temptation.
When you feel tempted to do something that wouldn’t please God, you can turn to God’s Word, too. Like Jesus, Bible verses can help to remind you what you need to do. Don’t keep playing with temptation like that cat in the video. It might seem fun at first, but it doesn’t lead to anything good.
2.	God’s Word helps us fight selfishness.
•	Show the Teaching Point 2 slide.
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Tricking Jesus into eating didn’t work, so the devil tried another plan. A lot of people want to be powerful or have lots of money. Who wouldn’t want to have everything they ever wanted? The devil thought that Jesus would want that, so he tried to get Jesus to be selfish and dishonor God.
How can you tell when someone is being selfish? (Allow responses.) Have you ever struggled with selfishness? (Group response) I know that seems like a silly question because we all struggle with wanting things our own way. Let me show you. All you have to do is stand up or sit down depending on if you agree with the statement. Be honest. Ready?
Stand up if you like to sleep in and ignore the alarm. Sit down if you would rather wake up early.
Stand up if you like to eat all your candy on your own. Sit down if you would rather share your candy with your family.
Stand up if you like to play sports or games on your own. Sit down if you prefer to be on a team.
Stand up if you take the big half when you divide something to share. Sit down if you let someone else have the bigger piece.
Did you see how different we all are? No one thinks only about themselves all the time. But, in our own ways, we sometimes want to make decisions that put us first. If we do that a lot, we can become selfish.
In our story today, Jesus used the truth of God’s Word to remind himself what He should be doing and how He should be acting. Did Jesus come to earth to be selfish and live a life that benefited only Him? (Group response) Definitely not! He came to give His life for us. Dying on the cross was the most unselfish thing anyone could do for us.
When we feel like we want to make selfish decisions, we can use God’s Word. We can read it and remind ourselves how God tells us to live. With God’s help, we can learn to think about others and put them first just like Jesus did.
3.	God’s Word helps me fight lies.
•	Show the Teaching Point 3 Slide.
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The devil tried a third and final time to tempt Jesus by twisting the Scriptures into a lie. The devil even quoted a Bible verse to Jesus! Do you think that worked to trick Jesus? (Group response) No way! Jesus knew the difference between God’s truth and the devil’s lies. However, sometimes it can be very difficult for us to tell them apart.
Let me show you what I mean. I’m going to tell you two truths and one lie about myself in a random order. You have to decide which one is a lie.
•	Share two truths and a lie about yourself.
•	Repeat each statement and have kids vote which one is the lie by standing up.
•	Tell them which statements were true.
Some of you did a great job figuring out the lie. Sometimes it can be hard to know the difference between truth and a lie. Lies are tricky! Did you know the devil is the father of lies? He often tempts us into doing something wrong by twisting the truth into a lie. That’s exactly what he tried to do with Jesus in our story.
Jesus knew exactly what the devil was trying to do. Jesus knew how to spot a lie because He knew the truth of God’s Word. The best way to spot a lie is to know the truth. We can know God’s truth by reading the Bible.
•	Hold up a Bible.
Jesus defeated all three attempts the devil made with the most powerful and useful weapon of all: the Word of God. The devil gave up on tempting Jesus then, but the devil is not dead. He is still out there looking for people to tempt with his lies. First Peter 5:8 says, “Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour.”
That sounds really scary, but we don’t need to be afraid of the devil. We have the same powerful weapon Jesus had—God’s Word. We have the Bible available to us anytime we need it. God’s Word is the only weapon we need to fight off the lies and temptations of the devil. We can use the Bible by reading it, memorizing it, praying it, and living out what we have learned from it.

Prayer and Response
Consider playing a worship song softly in the background while kids pray.
	
You Will Need
· Large Group Response Page, one per every three kids plus extras
Getting Ready
· Print copies of the Response Page, one per every three kids plus extras. 

Cut apart the strips and give one to each kid.



God’s Word is powerful! We can use God’s Word to help us fight temptation, selfishness, lies, and anything else we are facing. We should use God’s Word every day to remind us how to live. God will reveal the truth to us through the Bible.
One of my favorite ways to use Scripture is by praying it over my life and the lives of others. When we change the words of verses slightly, we can use them to pray for ourselves. Let me show you what I mean with our Faith Verse. Say the verse with me.
2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true.
Now, let’s pray our Faith Verse together. Bow your heads.
Prayer
•	Optional: Have the kids repeat phrases of the prayer after you.
	
Dear God, thank You for inspiring all the words of Scripture. Please use what we read to teach us what is true. Amen.



No matter what you are facing, you can use God’s Word like Jesus did. I’m going to give you some Bible verses that have been turned into prayers. Let’s look at the things that we might be facing that these verses can help us with.
•	Give each kid a verse slip from the Response Page.
•	Read the emotions about each verse.
I want you to take a few moments to choose one and then pray that Scripture over your life.
•	Assist younger kids who aren’t able to read the Scripture prayer on their own.
Thanks for praying God’s Word over your life. I want you to keep these verses in your Bible. Then you will be able to use God’s Word to pray when you are facing any of these feelings again.
Faith Verse
God’s Word is so powerful, and we can use it in so many ways. The Bible teaches us what is true and how to live. Let’s review our Faith Verse together.
•	Play Faith Verse Video.
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2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true.
Faith Fact
When we use God’s Word in our lives, we’ll see that the Bible is more than a book to read. Let’s review our Faith Fact again.
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.
[image: ]




Say it with me. I will use God’s Word. Remember to read your Bible this week and find ways to put our Faith Fact into action every day.
•	Dismiss kids to Small Group time or to go home if your group time ends here.
Small Group
30+ Minutes
This section can be done in conjunction with the large group or on its own if you do small groups with your kids. During Small Group time, the goal is to connect the kids with the Word of God and to each other. All activities are led by the small group leader.

Group Connection
The Bible Helps Me
	
You Will Need
· Response Page from Large Group Prayer and Response
· Pencil or pen

No prep needed for this activity.



Who knows our Faith Fact today? (Group response) Say it with me. I will use God’s Word. Our Bible story showed us how Jesus used Scripture when He faced temptation. We can be like Jesus and use Bible verses when we face all kinds of things. Let’s look at these verses.
•	Have kids look at their Response Page strip from Large Group Prayer and Response.
Option 1 (immediately following Large Group)
I want to be able to pray for you more specifically. If you’re willing, I’d like to know what verse you prayed to help you with something you are facing. I’ll go first. I used God’s Word because I feel __________.
•	Share the feeling and the verse you picked. Optional: Share a little bit about why you are feeling that way.
•	Allow kids in your group to share, but don’t force anyone to talk.
•	Optional: Share suggested responses for each verse. See below.
•	Write down what each person shares and commit to praying for them.
I’m so thankful that Jesus showed us how to use God’s Word when we are facing hard things. I will pray for you, and I hope that you will pray for me, too.
•	Optional: Pray now for the kids and what they are facing. Then, let one or more of the kids pray for you.
Option 2 (if not immediately following Large Group)
This strip is filled with Bible verses that can help us. So let’s look at what we might be feeling to use these verses. Remember even Jesus felt some of these things. So if you’re willing, raise your hand if you have felt that feeling in the last week or so. I will do that, too. I will use God’s Word when I feel _____________.
•	Read each of the words that describe each verse. Pause after each to let kids raise their hands.
•	Be sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s leading to minister to and encourage kids as they share.
•	Optional: Share suggested responses for each verse. See below.
I’m so thankful that Jesus showed us how to use God’s Word when we are facing hard things. I will pray for you, and I hope that you will pray for me, too.
•	Optional: Pray now for each of the kids and what they are facing. Then, let one or more of the kids pray for you.
Suggested leader responses:
Afraid Deuteronomy 31:6
Remind yourself that God is always with you. Your situation may be genuinely threatening, but God has not abandoned you. He promises to stay with you.
Worried Philippians 4:6–7
Remind yourself that it’s easy to get caught up in stressing and worrying about the next thing. God’s Word tells you to stop, thank Him for everything He has done for you, and trust Him. He is the One who gives you peace. Take some deep breaths and allow His peace to take over your mind.
In Trouble Psalm 46:1–2
Remind yourself that the Bible says you will have trouble. There will be hard times, but you don’t have to fear. God is your strength and He is with you always—no matter what you are walking through.
Lonely or Far from God James 4:8
Remind yourself that even if you feel you are all alone, God is with you. You can talk to Him at any time. He wants to be your best friend.
Angry Ephesians 4:26–27
Remind yourself when you get angry to take some deep breaths and maybe even walk away. Don’t let your anger get to a place where you say or do something you will regret. Read God’s Word and let His words calm you down so that you can move forward to a better place.

Learn about It
	
You Will Need
· Bibles, one for every kid (preferably all the same version)

No prep needed for this activity.


Scripture Search: Ephesians 6:11, 17; 2 Timothy 4:3–4; Acts 18:28
Let’s dig deeper into God’s Word and see what else He has to say about using the Bible as a weapon. As we find and read each of these verses, let’s consider:
How does this Scripture teach us about what God wants us to know about trusting His Word?
What does it mean for our life today?
•	Give each kid a Bible and search for one or more of the Scriptures as time allows. When everyone has found the Scripture, have one of the kids read it. Then, answer the questions about it.
•	Pair kids who need additional help with older kids or start simple and look up the session’s Bible story Scripture: Luke 4:1–13. Kids will get better at finding Scriptures the more they practice.
•	Optional: Make this a competition to see who can find the Scripture first.
Bible Reading Tip
When you are reading the Bible, ask God to point out Scriptures and speak to you. When a verse stands out to you, highlight it. Then, write a note next to it or use the note section in a Bible app. When you read that part of your Bible again, your own highlights and notes will remind you what God said to you the last time you read that passage.
“Books of the Bible” Song
While we’re learning all about God’s Word, let’s learn all the books in God’s Word, too. Let’s sing the “Books of the Bible” song.
•	Play the “Books of the Bible” song.
Challenge
Choose one new verse to memorize this week. Consider choosing one of the verses we talked about using when we are facing difficult things. Tell a friend or parent about the challenge to memorize a verse and ask them to take the challenge with you. Keep each other accountable by committing to say the verse to each other at the end of the week.
Faith Fact
When we learn verses from God’s Word, we’ll be ready to use them when we’re tempted. That’s a reminder of our Faith Fact. Say it with me. I will use God’s Word.

Group Discussion
Feel free to use all or just a few questions as a jumping-off place for good discussion. Questions marked with * are designed for more conversation. Adjust the questions based on the age or maturity of your group. Typically, older kids will be able to dive a little deeper than younger ones.
Questions
•	If small group activities are not immediately following Large Group time, you may want to read the Bible story passage before this discussion.
* Why do you think God allowed Jesus to be tempted by the devil?
How many days did Jesus go without eating before He was tempted by the devil?
How many times did the devil tempt Jesus?
What did Jesus say to resist the devil’s temptations?
* What is your favorite Bible verse and why?
* What is one way we can use the Bible as a weapon? Let’s see how many different ways we can list.
Why is it important to memorize God’s Word?
* Do you have any tips you would like to share for ways to memorize verses?
Have you ever thought about using Scripture as a weapon or prayer before? Why or why not?
Prayer Requests
Finish group discussion by sharing prayer requests and praise reports. Keep track of your small group’s prayer requests and review them each time you meet.
Prayer
Have kids pray for each other’s prayer requests.

Faith Verse Review
Our Faith Verse is 2 Timothy 3:16. It reminds us that the Bible is useful. One of the ways we can use the Bible is to learn verses from it. Let’s do the actions for the Faith Verse together.
•	Show Faith Verse Video.
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2 Timothy 3:16 (NLT)
All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true.
Let’s say our Faith Verse and do the actions together. We’ll need to know it for the Faith Verse game.
•	Say the verse as a group a couple of times.
Who would like to say our Faith Verse to the group? (Allow responses.)
Faith Verse Fun
Be Ready to Go!
I hope we all know our Faith Verse by now. For today’s Faith Verse activity, you’re going to sit in a circle.
•	Have the group sit in a circle with a little distance between kids.
I’ll start in the center of the circle. I’ll close my eyes and spin around a few times. Then I’ll stop and point directly at the person in front of me before opening my eyes. If I’m pointing at you, you need to pop up and run around the outside of the circle while saying the Faith Verse. If you say the verse correctly, you’ll move to the center for the next round. If we help you say the verse, you’ll sit back down in your spot. Ready?
•	Keep playing until most of the kids have had a chance to say the Faith Verse.

Activity Page
Match the Armor
	
You Will Need
· Small Group Activity Page, one per kid
· Pencils or pens, one per kid
Getting Ready
· Print copies of the Small Group Activity Page, one per kid.



Today’s Faith Fact is I will use God’s Word. I hope you’ve learned some new things about God’s Word. We need to get out there and use the most powerful weapon we have—the Bible. Remember, God gave us spiritual armor to use with that.
On our Activity Page, we will match the pictures of armor to what God told us they represent in the Bible. If you need help figuring out which one is which, you can look them up in Ephesians 6:11–16.
•	Give each kid a copy of the Activity Page and a pencil. Let them match the pictures with their descriptions.
Is it easy or hard for you to think about God protecting you with His armor? Why do you think that is? (Allow responses.)

Dismissal
Thanks for learning all about God’s Word with me today. I’m so glad God gave us a powerful weapon. Let’s thank Him.
Prayer
	
Dear God, thank You for giving us a powerful weapon to use every single day. Help me read Your Word and use it to fight off any temptation that comes my way. Amen.


Faith Fact Recap
•	Show the Faith Fact Slide.
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One important thing I want you to remember from today is our Faith Fact. Let’s say it together one more time. I will use God’s Word. I’m glad you came today. I can’t wait to see you next time.
•	Send home the Small Group Activity Page and Response Page verse slip.
•	Remind parents that there are Family Devotions available on the app to do with their kid.
•	Tell everyone the date and time for the next session.
Assemblies of God. (2021). Learn Kids. Springfield, MO: Assemblies of God. Page .
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